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I mportant 
Dates 

 

 

Fri, 18th September 

End of Term 3 

Break-up 2.30pm 

Canteen Closed for  

Renovations today 
 

 

 

Sun, 4th October 

HPV  BBQ Fundraising 

Bunnings  -  Epping 

 

 

Mon, 5th October 

Start Term 4 

Canteen Closed for  

Renovations today  

 

 

Tues, 6th October - 

Tues, 27th October 

Swimming Program for 

Grades Prep  -  4 

 

 

Wed, 14th October 

Grade 1 Dinner 

 

 

Fri, 23rd October 

Grade 2 Sleepover 
 

EMA CHEQUES HAVE 
ARRIVED AND ARE 
AVAILABLE AT THE 

OFFICE FOR 

 COLLECTION 

STUDENT PLACEMENT FOR 2010  -  Invitation to parents for special consideration 
Staff will soon commence the process of forming classes for next year. A clearly documented process 
is followed by the staff to ensure that a high level of consideration and consultation occurs before 
classes are announced in December. All parties are involved in this process – students, parents and 
teachers. Factors influencing a student‟s class placement include student friendships, social compati-
bilities (or incompatibilities), academic balance across each class, student behaviour records, specific 
learning or medical needs. This is a very diligent process that teachers take very seriously with care 
and consideration. 
Parents are invited to put in writing to me any considerations regarding your child‟s placement for 
2010. Please include your child‟s name, 2009 class and your name on the letter. Your letter should 
address specific educational or social factors that could affect your child‟s placement for 2010.  
We cannot accept consideration based on a teacher preference ï only educational or social. 
Letters for consideration will be received until Friday 16th October 2009. 
Students will be informed of their class and teacher for 2010 on the second last day of the school year 
– 17th December. A time will set aside to spend time with their new teacher and classmates. No 
changes will be made to class lists once they are announced. 
Prep students for 2010 will meet their teacher and classmates on Friday 11th December. A letter invit-
ing preps to this day will be mailed to parents. 
 

Tomorrow is the last day for Term 3 and an assembly will be 
held at 11:20am 

Students will be dismissed at 2:30pm 
School resumes for Term 4 on Monday 5th October 

*********************************************** 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 THERE WILL BE NO CANTEEN TOMORROW (FRIDAY 18TH 

SEPTEMBER OR MONDAY 5TH OCTOBER  -  NO LUNCH  
ORDERS OR OVER COUNTER SALES ON BOTH THESE 

DAYS  (Due to canteen renovations)  
NEW CANTEEN PRICE LIST ATTACHED STARTING 5TH OCTOBER  

ROAD STUPIDITY 
DO NOT CALL STUDENTS FROM CARS TO CROSS THE ROAD 

PLEASE talk to children about road safety. 

HAVE THEM USE THE CROSSING ð PLEASE! 
A student was hit by a car at a school nearby this week & 2 near misses  

at Willmott Park ð prep students jay-walking across the road.  
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OUT AND ABOUT IN THE UNITS AT WILLMOTT PARK  -  The following is a summary of school activities during term three. Special-
ist and extra-curricular activities will be featured in the first newsletter of next term. 
Prep Unit  -  Term three has been a time of great learning and exciting changes for the Prep Unit!  This term we have continued to work 
to enhance and share our Developmental Curriculum with school visits and professional development.  We have had many fun and 
educational events which have, as always, been supported by our lovely parents, relatives and friends! 
-  Our 100 Days Celebration was exciting and educational!  We had a great time dressing up as our  favourite numbers and participating 
in a variety of number themed activities in our classrooms.  We also had the chance to show off our costumes in an all unit parade and 
picnic. 
-  Our Father‟s Day evening was a great success.  Students worked hard preparing crafts and  writing activities. The children  loved 
showing off their classrooms to their fathers and engaging in good natured competition through a variety of games stations. 
-  To further enhance our Investigations, we are looking forward to being able to utilize our newly built outdoor area.  The area will give 
the children the opportunity to extend their creativity and learning outdoors with a sandpit, cubby house, wood working area, garden and 

more. 
-   To help us make the best use of our new garden, Bunnings has volunteered to teach us the basics of gardening and to help the 
preps  plant their own gardens! 
-  All of the teachers in the Prep Unit have had the opportunity to visit other schools that are also implementing Developmental Curricu-
lum.  We were able to attend a conference led by Kathy Walker, the author of the Developmental Curriculum book Play Matters, and our 
mentor since we first began implementing Developmental Curriculum. 
As we move into term four we are looking forward to further refining our Developmental Curriculum with our outdoor areas and open 
classrooms. 
1/2 UNIT  -  In Term 3, the Grade 1/2 Unit have studied an exciting variety of topics in all areas of the curriculum.  We have truly en-
joyed a great ten weeks of wonderful learning! 
-  Our Integrated topic this term was “Occupations” where the children learned what an occupation is and the different kinds that exist in 
our society.  In addition to projects within the classroom, students also had the opportunity to listen to several guest speakers come and 
talk about what their occupations entailed.  We had presentations on being an Emergency First Responder, a Nurse and a Motorcycle 
Safety Trainer!   The presenters brought their equipment to show the students as well. 
-  In Maths, we continued to extend our knowledge of number, branching out into multiplication, division and fractions.  We also studied 
more abstract concepts such as time and volume.  A lot of open ended problems are used in our learning in order to give all students 
the chance to excel at their respective levels. 
- This term in Literacy, students continued to make use of Reading and Spelling groups.  Our Writing focus this term has been on 
“Transactional Texts” where students learned how to relay messages or information to one another.  Some examples of what texts 
we‟ve studies are: invitations, letters, cards, job applications, text messaging, lost posters and notes.  The work produced has been 

fantastic! 
-  The Unit also continues to enjoy Free Fruit Fridays where a variety of fruit is given to each student.  They can eat this throughout the 
day.  A great way to be healthy! 
All in all, we‟ve had a wonderful Term 3 and are very much looking forward to Term 4 where, in addition to the swimming program, the 
Grade 1‟s will have a dinner and the Grade 2‟s will have a sleepover at the school! 
3/4 UNIT  -  In the 3/4 Unit this term, we have had many wonderful and exciting things happen. Firstly our annual camp to Ballarat was 
help at the end of term 2. The students learned and discovered many things. Some of the activities the students were involved in were 
gold panning, an olden day school, bowling, visiting the Gold museum and general viewing of Ballarat. Fun was had by both students 
and teachers. It was a great camp and we look forward to going back there in 2011.  
Our Term 3 Topic was Changes in the Natural World  -  In this unit of work the students looked at, amongst other areas: 
-  The impact the change in our world has on humans and the environment.   - How humans can help the environment 
-  How we can reduce, reuse and recycle.     -Life cycles of Plants and Animals in our changing environment  
As part of the term topic, the students in the 3/4 Unit attended an excursion to Scienceworks on Tuesday the 15th September. On the 
excursion students viewed the various areas such as the pumping station and the house secrets as well as watching an experiment 
called Cool Stuff. The students and teachers are looking forward to attending the excursion.  It was a great learning experience. Also to 
coincide with our topic „Changes in the Natural World‟, many of the 3/4 grades did an experiment in their grades called „The Rotten Ex-
periment‟. Students were asked to bring a piece of fruit, bread or food scrap from home and place it somewhere in their room and watch 
what happens to it over time. The students were able to write a report on this experiment.  
Earlier this term the grade 3/4 were involved in the electives program which ran from weeks 1-4 of term 3. Some of the activities in-
cluded wacky science experiments, movie making, maths games, craft and cooking. This was very successful and fun was had by all. A 
celebration day has been planned for term 4.  
Every Wednesday in session 6, all the 3/4 students and teachers are involved in Sport. This term the sports that the students partici-
pated in were soccer, volleyball, netball, basketball, rounders, bat tennis and Kanga cricket. The Sports session allows the students‟ 
opportunities to learn the different skills involved in these sports and it prepares them for interschool sports in the later years.  
To support students‟ writing the 3-4 teachers have introduced a program aimed to encourage further writing for advanced students and 
foster skills with emerging writers. This is a great initiative that is tailored to specific needs of students. 
We look forward to a very enjoyable and productive Term 4.  
5/6 Unit  -  Literacy  -  This term in Literacy our groupings have continued on with their intended focuses. The Making A Difference 
(MAD) program has a revised group of students targeting the group above „critically low‟. This has given those students who needed a  
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slight „push‟ to fall within where they should be (working towards Level 4) the boost that they needed. This has continued to be a very 
beneficial program with our assessment data showing a marked improvement for many students within that program.  Most classes 
have continued to use the very popular Reading Response Journals as part of our extension reading program. 
In Writing we have been exploring the differing types of Reports. The students completed a Common Assessment Task (CAT) on a 
report of their choice.  
Numeracy  -  Numeracy has continued to be an area of focus in many 5/6 classrooms this term. With two after school PL sessions, we 
have all adapted our thinking towards our focus of multiplication and division this term. While challenging, many of us have seen the 
benefits in student understanding of place value as a result of shifting our thinking when teaching these algorithms.  
Integrated studies  -  Our topic this term has been „Our Asian Neighbours‟. Many of us have been team teaching during this double 
session. This has been engaging for both teachers and students.  
Students have once again engaged in Individual Research Projects of their choice within our topic. Individual Research Projects have 
also formed the main part of the weekly homework.  
Welfare  -  We have continued to follow the You Can Do It program covering the foundations of Confidence and Persistence. MPower 
and Revved up have seen another group of girls and boys during this time. 
Drug Education  -  Term 3 has seen the implementation of WPPS‟s first ever Drug Education Program. This has been a very success-
ful program and has engaged both teachers and students. It is delivered in a team teaching environment in all classes. The government 
online resources have been very useful.  As part of this program we were meant to participate in an online survey however, the students 
had difficulty accessing the survey. 
Combined 3-6 unit meetings  -  At the beginning of the term and again mid-term, the 3-6 teachers have gathered for a combined unit 
meeting. Tracy and Michelle have taken this opportunity to explain some new Literacy Questioning strategies which we have all inte-
grated into our Reading programs.  
Electives  -  At the beginning of the term the 3-6 students came together for an Electives Celebration assembly. Here all groups had an 
opportunity to show case what their group had done throughout Term 2‟s Elective sessions. While it was a long assembly, it was clear 
that it was a very successful program once again and all students had a great deal to „show off‟. 
Due to a heavy schedule this term the Electives program has not gone ahead (due to swimming and Footsteps mainly). Therefore, as a 
combined unit, we have decided to have a whole day in term 4 in which we will have some different activities running throughout the 
day. 
HPV  -  HPV training has continued throughout this term. The teams have been selected and students (and teachers) are hard at work 
before school, during recesses and lunchtimes and after school getting as many kilometres into their legs as possible. This has been a 
huge commitment by the team of students involved, and the teachers who are supervising them in their own time. 
MYNET Meeting  -  In week 5 we hosted the Middle Years Networking meeting where the 5/6 Unit presented WPPS‟s approach to low-
ering absenteeism. This was requested by other schools as they are aware of our positive results in this area.  
Dance Group  -  The unit celebrated Kelly‟s Dance group‟s success at the National Championships in Adelaide this term which involved 
7 5/6 girls and 1 grade 4. We would like to pass on big thank you to our school council for their generous donation towards the Adelaide 
trip. 
Footsteps  -  The Footsteps Dance Program has been running each Friday during sessions 5 and 6. In terms of our classroom pro-
grams, Footsteps took the place of Electives. Students seem to enjoy the program and it is a great way to end the week. 
NAPLAN 
Year 3 & 5 students NAPLAN testing results have just arrived and will be forwarded to families on Friday. 
SMOKE FREE ENVIRONMENT AT WILLMOTT 
Willmott Part is a smoke free environment.  Smoking is not permitted on the school grounds, this is a DEECD directive. 

STUDENT SAFETY UPDATE 
Following onto the article in last week‟s Newsletter, tragically a student from another school was hit whilst crossing Hanson Road. One 
of our parents witnessed the accident and said it was most distressing. The extent of the child‟s injuries are unknown, the driver and 
mother of the child were understandably distraught. The accident  illustrates how important road safety is especially around schools 
before and after school.  Having been on yard duty before and after school it often leaves me bewildered how a minority of parents 
pick-up and drop off their children. The school teaches and reviews road safety in class, but it is such an important issue that we 
would like parents to reinforce. Please talk to your children regards road safety, using crossings, being aware of traffic. 
Bob Carmichael,  Assistant Principal 

SWIMMING PROGRAM TERM 4   -   CHANGE TO DATES  

Unfortunately the Craigieburn Swimming Pool had a clash of dates, with the last session of our swimming program. Instead of begin-

ning on Friday 9th October, we will now be starting on Tuesday 6th October (second day of term 4) and ending on Tuesday 27th Octo-

ber.   Week 1    Tuesday 6th  Friday 9th 

 Week 2  Monday 12th  Tuesday 13th Friday 16th 

 Week 3  Monday 19th  Tuesday 20th   Friday 23rd 

 Week 4  Monday  26th  Tuesday 27th 

A schedule outlining when your students grade actually attends swimming will be sent out soon. 



 
 

 

Grade  Student       Reason for Award 
Prep B  Mikayla   Showing persistence with her writing 
Prep B  Alyssa   Being supportive of her classmates  
1/2A  Jade   Always using the school values in the classroom and school playground 
1/2B  Ashlee   Showing the values of persistence & honesty 
1/2B  Mystique   Being a responsible learner 
1/2D  Jacob   Being a great role model for other students 
1/2E  Georgia   For trying her best and showing persistence in all areas of school 
1/2E  Patrick    For being respectful to everyone in the class 
3/4D  Shayla   Looking out for other students and having „I can do it!‟ attitude 
3/4F  All of 3/4F  Fantastic behaviour being displayed on the excursion 

OSHC NEWS   
Thank you  -  Thank you to the Brewin family and the Allen-Gemmell family for their kind donations to our program.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated. 
Accounts  -  A friendly reminder to families that all accounts must be finalized by Friday 18/09/09 (End of Term 3). Failure 
to settle accounts by the due date will result in your care being suspended. 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our families a great holiday, if you are lucky enough to be having one and 
we look forward to working with you all again next term.  

Regards,  OSHC 

PFA COMMITTEE 
 ñFresh Funding Fruit & Vegetable Boxesò –  Do you want your fruit and veges cheaper, fresher, have our kids eating healthy, 

as well as raise money for our school? Then get behind us with this regular fundraiser. To date the school has already raised over 

$100 towards some of the projects we mentioned in a previous newsletter. Thank you to the families who have participated so far. 

Keep the orders coming in – this is a fantastic effort for our first week with this program! Please remember that if you order a box, mark 

your calendar so you don‟t forget to collect it! Even if you just try it once, we promise that you wonôt be disappointed with the 

quality, freshness and taste!! 

We hope that you all have a safe and happy holiday, and weôll be back again refreshed and ready for next termôs events! 
Upcoming PFA Events September/October 

 Fresh Funding Delivery – Thursday 17th September 

 PFA Meeting – Tuesday 6th October 

 Fresh Funding Delivery – Thursday 15th October   PFA COMMITTEE 
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Unit  Student  Reason for Award 
Prep  Ben N   For demonstrating behaviours  that promote the foundation of  persistence   

 
As part of our fundraising efforts for HPV „09, a sausage sizzle venture has been scheduled on Sunday the 4th of October at the Ep-

ping Bunnings, 592 High Street, Epping. This will prove to be one of our largest and probably final HPV fundraiser events before the 

Maryborough challenge. So if you are free on this date and are happy to get out and enjoy the best of Melbourne‟s Spring weather, 

please don‟t hesitate to drop by at anytime on Sunday the 4th and assist this great program by buying a sausage or two....or three...or 

four... 

SCIENCE NEWS  -  A big thank you to the people who have collected items for our science program.  We still need more.  It would be 

great if you could collect and save some of these items over the holidays.  It would be appreciated if you could help out our lessons by 

collecting the following:   Medium size plastic jars with lids  Plastic and paper cups  Plastic bowls 

   Pieces of wax crayons   White household candles  Metal washers 

   Cardboard boxes, small and medium  Plastic 2lt bottles   Shoe boxes 

As you collect these items please deposit them outside the science office, rear of computer lab.  Your help is much appreciated. 

Suzanne Pollard and the 3/4 and 5/6 students. 


