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Thurs, 7th May
Mothers Day Stall

Mon-Fri 11th-15th May
5/6 Canberra Camp
Tour 1

Tues -Thurs

12th-14th May

Naplan Testing

Grades 3& 5

Grade 5 Campers will be
Tested the following week

Fri, 15th May
3/4 Soveriegn Hill Camp
Balance Payment Due

Tues, 19th May

3/4 Ballarat Camp
Information Night
6.30pm in Staffroom

Mon-Fri 18th-22nd May
5/6 Canberra Camp
Tour 2— Final Payment
11th May

Fri, 12th June
Curriculum Day
Pupil Free Day

Fri, 26th June
End of Term
Break Up 2.30pm
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RESPONSIBILITY Web Page Address: www.willmottparkps.vic.edu.au
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Email the Principal: hughes.evan.n@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

School Camps

Next week begins the first of four camps organised for students in years 3-6. Students in 5/6C,
D, F, G, & H will tour Canberra next week and 5/6A, B & E the following week. The 3/4 students
will attend a live-in camp at Sovereign Hill — Ballarat in the last week of this term.

School camps mean a big commitment by parents and extensive organisation by school staff but
the rewards for the students educationally and for the memories is enormous. For that | thank
both parents and staff for the support for school camps. Tracy Sims (5/6 Leader) and Michelle
Bromfield (3/4 Leader) and the teaching staff have gone to great lengths to ensure a comprehen-
sive experience for students.

Naplan

National testing commences for primary students in years 3 & 5 next week. The teachers have
dedicated a lot of time in supporting and preparing the students prior to the commencement of
the tests. The preparation has been in the form of time management, persistence, familiarisation
with the testing formats all with the express aim of transferring their current knowledge and skills
into the test format.

The results will be forwarded to parents next term.

Mothers Day Stall

The PFA and parents volunteers have again organised a fantastic Mothers Day stall in providing
low cost gifts for students to purchase. It takes a lot of organisation in purchasing, pricing and
running the stall all with a very small fundraising margin for the school. Many parents are in-
volved and we greatly appreciate their time and effort.

ABCs plus play equals better pre-school

Should pre-school be more about ABCs or learning to play with others? Scientists found out that
children do better if they do both. 4-year-olds are lovable but self-centred, impulsive and prone to
tantrums. Teaching them not to hit a classmate who snatches a toy is a big part of pre-school
socialisation.

But a growing awareness that early learning is important to future school achievement has put
more pressure on pre-school's academic side, especially efforts to eliminate achievement gaps
between low-income and wealthier students. Both skills are intertwined. If pre-schools focus just
on the facts they're missing the engine that's going to drive the desire and motivation for learn-
ing.

An experiment tried a programme that included weekly special social lessons with puppets or
stories that teach specific problem-solving skills.

By year's end, pre-schoolers given enriched instruction scored higher on tests of school readi-
ness, both social and academic.

Advice for parents:

Ages 3 to 7 are a key window for learning self-control. Talk to youngsters daily about their feel-
ings and how to work through problems. Who did they play with? What made them happy? What
made them sad?

Get a misbehaving child to take a deep breath and calmly explain his or her feelings. That does-
n't mean give in. But saying, "l see you're sad but it's still bedtime," helps children learn they can
feel upset but still meet obligations.

Parents should try to calm down, too. It doesn't help if you're just yelling.

Acknowledgement: Associated Press, Lauran Neergaard



Dear Parents

Australian Government assistance for National Capital excursion
Students from our school will soon be undertaking an educational tour of the national capital. While on this tour they participate
in a variety of educational programmes focused on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy.
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit their National Capital as part
of their civics and citizenship education. To assist you in meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is contrib-
uting funding under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate (PACER) programme toward the travel expenses incurred.
This contribution will be paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion.
We would like to thank the Australian Government for their support of this program.
We know that the excursion will be a rewarding experience for all students.
Evan Hughes

Principal
Sludent of the Weck
Grade Student Reason for Award
1/2B Skye For always being responsible with her things and her learning
1/2C Sean Trying hard with his writing
1/2D Holly For her fantastic knowledge of place-value
3/4A Sanjaya For always finishing his work and trying his very best e I nnn
3/4B Elise For being a friendly class member
3/4C Kimberley For always being a Happy student
3/4D Renee For being a helpful class member and writing very creative stories
3/4E Georgia For being a responsible student
3/4G Michelle For always trying her best and presenting her work beautifully
314G Vivien For being a mature sensible and hardworking member of our class
5/6A Seran For her amazing, fascinating and hard effort shown towards her reading and work
5/6C Brittany Always being willing to help others
5/6E Jessica Working hard and always completing her work
5/6F Penny Showing such responsibility and organisation as ‘Office Monitor’
5/6F Sasanka Her outstanding effort in all her work, especially times tables challange
Library News

Book Fair
Theme: Jurassic Book Fair
Preview Week: Tuesday May 12 515
Selling Week: Monday May 18-22
*+*Please note that the Book Fair closes Friday May 22nd at lunch time*******
Opening times: Before and after school for half an hour and the first part of lunch time.
The brochures with examples of the goodies in the Book Fair will be sent home next Thurs. with the Newsletter.
The Book Fair brochure included with this newsletter has an order form on the back page. If you are unable to get to the Book
Fair you can return the order form and the money, cheque or credit card payment option in an envelope with your child. Please
write Book Fair Sales on the envelope.
5/6 Students on the Canberra Camp
If you are attending the second camp please see your teacher or me to purchase during the Preview Week.
Book Club - Issue 3
Book Club closes this Friday May 8th.
Late orders will not be accepted.

Premierds Reading Chall enge

Congratulations to Regina 3/4G, Jasmine 5/6A, Kavindu 3/4A and Shasheni 5/6B who have met the Challenge.
Enrolments close in June.

Lynn Kimber

Library Administrator
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Healthy Lunchboxes

PASTA PRIMAVERA
Bellissimo! This quick and colourful pasta salad made the Top-10 pick with kids. The cherry tomatoes add a sweet, delicious flaour
while introducing an extra serving of vegetables.

Options for Pasta Primavera:
Use fun pasta shapes like macaroni, hearts, bunnies, bow ties, ABCs or orzo. Green or yellow zucchini make a great healthy addition
because they cook fast and have a mild flavour. Finely chopping the veggies is the real kid-friendly trick to this recipe.

INGREDIENTS

2 Cups Pasta (small dried) 1/4 cup frozen corn

1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil 1 tablespoon fresh basil, finely chopped

1/2 cup onions, chopped finely 1/2 cup mozzarella cheese, cut into small cubes
2 cloves garlic, chopped finely Salt & pepper to taste

14 cherry tomatoes, diced small 1/4 cup frozen peas

1/4 cup water

Method:

Boil dried pasta in water for about 10 minutes. Pasta should remain slightly firm. In small saucepan sauté olive oil, onions and garlic on
medium-low heat for 3 minutes. Add cherry tomatoes, frozen peas, corn and water. Saute 3 minutes or until tender. Mix in cooked,
drained pasta. Let cool. Toss in fresh basil, mozzarella, salt and pepper to taste.

DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY

Last Friday 45 Willmott Park students from years 3-6 ventured to Brimbank Park, Keilor to represent the school in the District Cross
Country event. Our runners competed over six gruelling races, each dividing students amongst their age group and genders. With
points being awarded to the top 30 runners from each event, Willmott Park finished the day in 5t overall out of the 11 schools compet-
ing which was a fantastic effort. Whilst Willmott Park had a number of representatives managing to finish their races in the top 10, spe-
cial mention needs to go to two students in particular, Brodie of grade 4 and Kyle of grade 5, who finished their events in 1st and 2nd
places respectively, and will now go on to compete in the Zone championships on June 10t

I would like to thank all of our students for their wonderful efforts, along with teachers Shaun Farrugia, Sarah-Kate and Janice Davies
for their assistance and support on the day.

SPORTS REPORT - On Friday the 24t of April our district inter-school sports summer competition came to a close, in a culminating
grand final event held at Roxburgh Rise Primary. Willmott Park was represented on the day by the open boys cricket team, who played
their long time rival Greenvale Primary School. After losing the coin toss our boys were given the opportunity to bat first, and didn't
waste their chance, setting a demanding run total of 80. Though despite all their hard work the opposition were too good in the end
finishing the match 111. Nonetheless well done boys on a marvellous effort!

We now move into our winter sports competition which will commence this Friday with the first round versus Craigieburn P.S at Craigie-
burn.

Rhett McDonald, Sports Coordinator

Willmott Park Primary School Sponsors
Please note an advertisement in our Newsletter does not mean the school is endorsing the product

Community Advertisements

GUITAR LESSONS AT WILLMOTT PARK PRIMARY

WILLMOTT PARK Primary School in association with Metro

Music School is now offering GUITAR Lessons to students FOR SALE

who are interested in learning an instrument at school every

week. Lessons are held during school hours (30 mins/once JAYCO EAGLE CAMPER VAN

per week) at suitable times. (Prep to Year 6) Enquiries are VGC, SLEEPS 6

welcome on 9460 4818 (Metro Music School). ELECTRIC BRAKES, FULL ANNEXE
Discount Hiring and Purchase also available. Contact us for BED FLYS BOTH ENDS, ROOF RACKS,
details or visit our online shop at www.metromusic.net.au 4 BURNER COOKTOP
$9.90 per lesson $15.500 ONO
ENROLMENT forms can be obtained from the school office PLEASE ’C ALL 9308 4830
or contact Metro Music School direct You can also enrol

online at the above web address.
¥REE TRIAL LESSON
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http://www.metromusic.net.au/

